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22. STATE PAPERS

British Parliamentary ("Command") papers are acquired by copy-
right; H.M. Stationery Office presents second copies of all separately
published reports. Corresponding publications of foreign and Dominion
governments are received by International Exchange in consequence
of an enquiry initiated by the Treasury in 1876 and the report of its
Committee four years later. But different governments define official
publications differently, and some deliver theirs much more completely
than others 5 that of the U.S.A. is honourably conspicuous.

In the first printed General Catalogue State Papers were sparsely
entered; in its successor they are being much more methodically
included.

They are placed in the Lower Ground Floor of the, King Edward
VII Wing, and are read in the State Paper Reading Room there.

23.  POSTAGE STAMPS
In 1891 Thomas Keay Tapling, M.P., bequeathed to the Museum
his vast collection of postage stamps, and the bulk was housed in
specially built show-cases in the central saloon of the King's Library,
certain exceptionally valuable stamps being kept in reserve and shown
on request by the Clerk in charge of the room, who at one time knew
well when school holidays came round because of the stream of
small boys anxious to see the "blue Mauritius." Gifts and bequests
of collections in special classes have since then been received, but
Museum funds have not been spent to fill gaps. The Crawford
Philatelic books, bequeathed by the 26th Earl of Crawford (like his
son and grandson a Trustee), increased the value of the stamps
themselves to students; but the Staff numbers no philatelist, such
work as was needed having been done till recently by the late
Sir Edward Bacon.
Index to the Collection of Postage and other Stamps bequeathed to the British
Museum fy Thomas Keay Tapling, M.P.    1903.
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